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EXPANSION OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL SCHOOL.

Within a week public announcement has been
made of the completion of the amount desired

—nearly $5,000,000—for the plan of development
of the Harvard University Medical School. The
situation, as regards medical education, is unprec-
edented. Never before, so far as we know, has
such a sum of money been set aside for the imme-
diate purposes of medical science. It is a clear
and final recognition of the fact that in the popu-
lar mind medicine has taken its place among those
branches of human endeavor which have a dis-
tinct right to expect and claim liberal and perma-
nent endowment. Such has been the attitude of
the many contributors to the fund for the exten-
sion and development of the Harvard Medical
School. When the means have been provided for
such an expansion as this promises to be the re-

sponsibility of the givers ceases and that of the
receivers begins. This fact, no doubt, all who
are interested in the university at large and in the
medical school in particular are pondering at the
present time. It has been a task of much respon-
sibility to provide the requisite means for the ac-

complishment of this new enterprise ; it is a far
greater responsibility to provide for the wise ex-

penditure of the large sum now available. The
real question at issue is not how many buildings
may be built or how complete the facilities for
students may be made, but rather how the best
interests of the whole profession of medicine may
be fostered and invigorated, and thereby the great-
est good of the people at large be subserved.
This is the duty which the university has taken
upon itself, in venturing upon this great expan-
sion of its medical department.

There are certain aspects of the question about
which there can be little difference of opinión.
In the first place, the need of new buildingB is ap-

parent to anyone acquainted with the trend of re-

cent educational methods. Each student must be
provided with laboratory facilities for a consider-
able portion of his medical course, and this means
a very decided increase of space under the best
conditions of light and air. Naturally, also, the
university authorities must have an eye to the
future in tho construction of these laboratory
buildings. Were they to prove inadequate in the
near future, either as a result of great increase in
the number of students or from other cause, the
blunder would not be lightly condoned ; if, on

the other hand, a reaction from the extremes of
laboratory teaching should occur, the waste of
space would be equally unfortunate. To meet
the probable exact needs of the future in this
respect will call for the highest wisdom and pro-
phetic judgment. The development of special
departments of medical research, now perhaps
dimly or not at all foreshadowed, must also be
taken into account in the design and arrange-
ments of these buildings. Laboratories, for ex-

ample, more closely associated with clinical work
than have heretofore existed will undoubtedly
form an integral part of the general scheme of
instruction in the future. Patients will be stud-
ied in the laboratory spirit as never before,
particularly that great class suffering from chronic
disease, and the provision for this clinical-labora-
tory study of such patients should not be lost
sight of in a modern scheme of laboratory con-

struction. The possible separation in the near

future of so-called basic studies from elective stud-
ies must also be borne in mind in the adaptation
of the buildings to the requirements of teachers
and students. The growth of an elective system
in some form maybe looked upon as inevitable in
medical education. Opportunities should be
given, not only for the fullest development of
what are now recognized as the main departments
of medical study, but also for the development of
subdcpartments, the importance of whioh may
now be merely conjectured. By this division
and at the same time concentration of interest,
results may be expected which can never be at-
tained by the repression of various lines of work
at variance with accepted precedent. Not only
departmental libraries, but subdepartmental libra-
ries should be fostered in the attempt to focus in-
terest in special lines of investigation. To carry
out such a plan of development means the con-

struction of buildings with that end in view.
Rooms should be arranged to meet demands
which are already clearly defined, and also those
tendencies which an intelligent foresight recog-
nizes are about to take definite shape. In other
words, the construction of the buildings should
encourage the best there is in specialism.
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Even if this ideal may be completely met, it is,
nevertheless, discouragingly evident that, how-
ever conducive to the best work the best work-
shop may be, the responsibility lies far deeper
than the clever adaptation of physical means to
ends. If the university is to retain the traditions
of the past in its department of medicine, it must
not only maintain the standard it has already set
for itself, but raise it to a still higher level. Pro-
vided with all the tools and facilities for research,
tho expanded medical school must foster investi-
gators, develop teachers and train clinicians in
the completest way. These tasks are all far more

diflioult of accomplishment than the construction
and equipment of any number of buildings and
laboratories. To their solution the best energies
of the profession in this community must be given
if the university is to be true to the trust imposed
in it.

Investigators, no doubt, are born, not made.
Genius cannot be cultivated, though it may be
fostered. It is a sporadic product which appears
at unexpected places and is rarely transportable.
It can, therefore, never be held up as a reproach
to an institution of learning that no great dis-
coveries have ever come from its students or

teachers. If such an event, by chance, occurs it
is a lasting source of satisfaction, but the stand-
ing of an institution should never be reckoned in
terms of such events. Good investigation this
side of brilliancy may, on the other hand, most

certainly be cultivated, and it becomes the plain
duty of the modern medical school to discover
and support, if need be, its own pupils and those
who come from a distance for such work. The
endowment of research is a phrase about which
we are likely to hear a great deal in the coming
years.

The development of teachers has never been
assiduously prosecuted in medical education. The
best investigators are often indifferent teachers ;
this is proverbial. It has long stood in the way of
effective instruction wherever universities exist,
and will, no doubt, continue to do so, to a greater
or less extent. Nevertheless, we look forward to
the time when men will be selected to teach be-
cause they have capacity in that direction, and
not because they have attained distinction in
some quite alien field. Teachers should be culti-
vated, just as we attempt to develop investiga-
tors ; men who show aptitude should be given
opportunities and not be suppressed. Medical
education would certainly thereby be a gainer,
and we should hear fewer complaints from the
intelligent student body. The opportunity to
cultivate medical teachers should not be lost
sight of in the development which is now imme-
diately before us.

The product of improved teaching will be a
better equipped and more enthusiastic body of
graduates, far better able to recognize the com-

plicated interrelations of medical science, and
hence more fitted to shape their careers to a

worthy end. If original investigation is faith-
fully fostered, if the art of teaching is cultivated
as a worthy end and sufficiently remunerated, if
the ideals of the future practitioner be kept high,
there can be little doubt that the destiny of the
Harvard Medical School will be such as to justify,
both to the lay and professional mind, the trust
which has been imposed.

THE PROGRESSIVE WORK OF THE ELMIRA
REFORMATORY.

The work of the New York State Reformatory
at Elmira is always of interest to the physician
and anthropologist, as well as to the community
at large. For many years experiments have been
undertaken at the institution which go far toward
the solution of the problems of vice and crime.
This work has done much toward readjusting the
relation of the so-called criminal to society by
recognizing what is good in him rather than by
always emphasizing his vicious propensities. It
is naturally undesirable to err on the side of sen-

timent, and equally so to do injustice to the vic-
tims of circumstance or heredity. A just balance
is not easy to attain. Toward this end the Elmira
Reformatory has long been working with more
and more positive results, which are coming to
have a wide bearing on certain of our most fun-
damental sociological problems. The annual re-

port of the institution is, therefore, always a

document of much more than passing interest.
The report for 1901 is before us, and presents
many statistics and details, which well repay a

careful reading. One's final impression is that
the field of work there undertaken, far from being
hopeless, is one of the most encouraging upon
which men of combined philanthropic and scien-

tific tastes are engaged. Through the elaborate
system of classification, the recognition of merit,
together with the physical and moral influences
under which the inmates live, the prisoners are
almost invariably returned to the outer world
better fitted to lead respectable and useful lives
than when sentenced.

Much, of course, remains to be done, and this
appears, in general, to lie in the direction of
more careful medical examination of persons be-
fore being sent to the reformatory, as well as
after admission. The problem is clearly a medioo-
social one, and the need is that greater emphasis
be laid on the medioal side, to the end that the
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complicated social aspects of the question may the
better be understood. Dr. Frank W. Robertson,
general superintendent, suggests the advisability
of an examination of criminals, by competent
physicians, before they are brought before a

judge for sentence. The judge would thereby be
materially assisted in his often difficult duty, and
a better preliminary classification of defectives
would be attained. After admission Dr. Robert-
son also urges more painstaking medical exami-
nations, that the deficient in intelligence, or the
sick, may be more carefully classified. The study
of the individual is a further necessity, rather
than the mere observation of criminals as one of a

class, or a variety of classes. To accomplish this
means a high degree of enthusiasm on the part of
specially qualified men. Regarding the influence
of the physician in the institution, Dr. Robertson
writes: "During the time which I acted as sen-
ior physician, I was impressed by the confidence
which the inmates repose in their medical ad-
viser; it is the physician who ministers to them
when they are ill, thereby gaining a confidence
seldom shared by others. It is the physician who
must determine whether the inmate is physically
able to perform the tasks allotted in the trades-
school, or mentally equipped to receive the in-
struction afforded by the school of letters. In a

way, it is the physician who may be said to be
best able to determine the mental and physical
capacity of the inmate; all of which goes to
prove that it is possible for the physician to exer-
cise an influence perhaps second to that of no
other officer in the institution. It being main-
tained in many quarters that crime is a disease
(and recent investigations would seem to support
this view) would it not be logical, such being the
case, to organize the staff upon a medical basis,
and increase, rather than decrease, the number of
physicians employed in reformative institutions ? "

The general tendency of employing medically
trained men in institutions of various sorts is un-

doubtedly a step in the right direction. Apart
from the value of the preliminary training, the
time has come for physicians to recognize that
their fields of usefulness lie beyond the realm of
disease, as ordinarily understood, and extend into
a consideration of the various maladies of the
body politic, of which crime is certainly one.

AN AMERICAN PIONEER IN DERMA-
TOLOGY.

After a long and honorable service in the
cause of medical education, Dr. James C. White
has resigned his professorship of dermatology at
the Harvard Medical School, to take effect at the
end of the academic year, retaining, however, his

interest in hospital work and in private practice.
It is forty years (1861) since Dr. White deliv-
ered his first lectures on skin diseases to a class
at the Medical School ; a time when the active
pursuit and teaching of a specialty required cour-
age and determination. In 1864 he gave a course
of university lectures on skin diseases, and was
also instructor in dermatology in the summer
school. In 1866 he was appointed adjunct pro-
fessor of chemistry, a position that he held until
1871, when he was made professor of derma-
tology, and this chair he has uninterruptedly oc-

cupied during the last thirty years. Dr. White's
claim to the distinction of being one of the fore-
most in developing American dermatology and in
enforcing its general recognition throughout the
country will be denied by none of his colleaguesin the American Dermatological Association, and
his clear, succinct lectures and clinical demonstra-
tions will always be remembered and appreci-ated by the graduates of the school who have
been his pupils. The great credit is always due
to the one who has shown the better way under
difficulties, and those who succeed Dr. White,with increased facilities, should remember that
what they may be able to accomplish has been
rendered possible in large measure by his services
as an initiator.

Apart from his furtherance of the cause of der-
matology, Dr. White's interest in the general
needs of the Harvard Medical School has been of
great importance, and his influence in the faculty
has been of much value in building up the new
system of American medical education. It will
be a satisfaction and pleasure to those who have
profited by Dr. White's teaching and example to
know that the governing boards of the university
have given him the title of Professor of Derma-
tology, Emeritus.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Cleveland Medical Journal.— The Cleve-

land Medical Gazette, in its seventeenth year, and
the Cleveland Journal of Medicine, at the begin-
ning of its seventh year, have combined interests
to form the Cleveland Medical Journal. In ad-
dition to those who were engaged in the publish-
ing of the older journals, there has been enlisted
in the support of the new one a complete repre-
sentation of the medical interests of Cleveland.
We are informed that it has been the guiding
motive of those who promoted the consolidation
to unite so far as possible the entire profession of
Cleveland in the support of the Cleveland Med-
ical Journal ; that this journal will be the active
exponent of the highest ideals of modern medi-
cine ; that it will seek to make the medical pro-
fession realize the mission of scientific medicine ;
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that it will stand for an active and pure professional
polity ; that it will represent all the physicians and
all the medical institutions of Cleveland; and that it
will not forget to chronicle the good work done
by confrère» in other cities, by those in this
country, or by those in foreign lands.

Inspection and Cleaning of Houses in
Manila.— According to the December Report
of the Board of Health for the Philippine Islands,
about 2,000 houses were cleaned and disinfected
during that month and about 10,000 cartloads of
dirt taken from these houses. The material carted
away consisted of dirt, filth, infected earth, rub-
bish, mats, rags, broken furniture, broken tiles,
brick, etc. In some instances as many as twenty
wagonloads were taken from one house. Cases
of plague had occurred or rats infected with the
disease were found in about 25% of these houses.
The houses were disinfected with chloride of
lime, carbolic acid or solutions of bichloride of
mercury. This work was done under the direc-
tion of Medical Inspector Meyer Herman, who
deserves great credit for his energetic and effi-
cient work. The assistant sanitary engineer, Mr.
II. D. Osgood, inspected about 200 houses in the
city in which plague cases had occurred or rats
infected with the disease were found, and sub-
mitted estimates for their repair and remodeling.
Already a large number of these houses have been
repaired and placed in a sanitary condition and
a number are under way.

St. Louis not Liable for Deaths from Bad
Antitoxin.— It has been legally decided that
the city of St. Louis is not responsible for dam-
ages in the deaths of the thirteen children who
died through the administration of antitoxin
procured from the Board of Health. The presid-
ing judge held that the city acted for the State of
Missouri, which cannot be held liable for the acts
of its agents, and that the city, therefore, cannot
be held liable.

Pennsylvania Society for the Prevention
of Tuberculosis.—This society, organized in 1892
and incorporated in 1895, has recently published
its report for the past year. It has been a source
of gratification to its members that it has been able
to exert a strong influence, not only in the city
and State in which it had its origin, but by its
example and by means of its publications has led
to the establishment of similar societies in the
United States.

Investigation of Cancer.— A number of well-
known physicians of western Pennsylvania, with
Dr. Roswell Park of Buffalo, have recently held a

meeting in Pittsburg for the purpose of discussing
the pathology and cure of cancer and also to de-
vise ways and means to raise funds for an inter-

national commission for the study of cancer. A
meeting will later be held in Buffalo to organize
a permanent society, elect officers and arrange to
hold regular meetings from time to time.

New Medical Building for Toronto Uni-
versity.— A new $125,000 building which is
being erected for the medical faculty and the arts
department of physiology of Toronto University
will have its interior construction based on

what is called the unit system, worked out by
Prof. C. S. Minot of Harvard. The unit adopted
here is 30 by 23 feet, with the long wall of each
unit practically filled by two large windows, thus
insuring perfect light.

A Longer Medical Course at McGill Uni-
versity.— It is reported that the faculty of
McGill University, Montreal, has decided to ask
the Dominion Government at the present session
of Parliament to enact a law inaugurating a five
years' course in medicine instead of four.

A Centenarian.— Mrs. Deborah Doane King,
the oldest and in several respects the most re-
markable woman in Ohio, died last week. Mrs.
King is reported to have been in her 106th year.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston.— For
the week ending at noon, Mar. 19, 1902, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following case? of acute infectious diseases :

Diphtheria 42, scarlatina 14, measles 181, typhoid
fever 11, smallpox 21.

Clinical Building for Yale Medical School.
— A new. clinical building for the Yale Medical
School is practically completed. It was erected
at a cost of $100,000 with money provided by a

donor whose name has been withheld. It is 94
feet in length by 64 in width, and is three stories
in height. The front portion will be occupied by
the city dispensary, while the rear portion con-

tains the lecture-room, amphitheatre and several
ante-rooms immediately connected with it. There
are also on the first floor twelve clinical rooms, a

clerk's office, a prescription department and a stu-
dents' waiting-room. On the second floor there are
fourteen rooms to be used for general class work, a

clinical room, a lecture-room and a waiting-room.
On the third floor there are seventeen rooms to
be devoted to general clinical uses.

J. Baxter Utham, M.D.— Dr. J. Baxter
Upham, formerly of Boston, died in New York
March 17. He was eighty-two years old, and
was born in Claremont, N. H., graduated at
Dartmouth in 1842 and at the Harvard Medical
School in 1847, practised medicine in Boston
until the outbreak of the Civil War, and then
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enlisted to serve through the war as a surgeon
major under General Burnside. After the war

he resumed practice in Boston and was for some

years a visiting physician at the Boston City
Hospital. In 1880 he went to New York and
went into business. Two years later he retired
on account of ill health. Dr. Upham was at one

time president of the Handel and Haydn Society
of Boston.

The Department of Municipal Statistics
in Boston.— All those who have had occasion to
refer to the reports of this department of the
Boston City Government would deplore its abo-
lition, and it is to be hoped that a movement
to this end among certain politicians may be
promptly defeated. We could wish that all de-
partments gave as much return in proportion to
the outlay.

The Harvard Medical School Fund.— The
conditions attached to Mr. John D. Rockefel-
ler's gift of a million dollars to the Harvard
Medical School have not only been already met,
but more than met. Drs. Warren and Bowditch
have so successfully pursued the completion of the
task which they took in hand that in the short
space of four or five weeks not only has the sum of
$765,000, called for by Mr. Rockefeller's stipu-
lations, been raised, but by the generosity of the
contributors and the zeal of the solicitors this
sum has been exceeded by $56,000, and a total
amount of $821,000 has been promised in addi-
tion to the two preceding gifts of a million dol-
lars each from Mr. Morgan and Mr. Rockefeller
already announced.

The largest single subscription to this sum of
$821,000 comes from Mrs. C. P. Huntington
of- New York, who offers $250,000 for the con-

struction of the Pathological and Bacteriological
Laboratory, with the understanding that this lab-
oratory is to be known as the Collis P. Hunting-
ton Laboratory and so designated by a suitable
inscription upon the exterior of the building. In
her letter to the president and fellows of Harvard
University, announcing her intentions, Mrs. Hun-
tington says:

"I am happy to say that I have reached the
conclusion that the serious and important work
which is to be done in the Harvard Medical
School in connection with pathology and bacteri-
ology would have most strongly commended it-
self to the personal interest and wise judgment of
ray deceased husband, who was always deeply in-
terested in promoting opportunity for sincere and
earnest work in the best fields of labor."

With its previous endowments and all these
new gifts, with funds promised by the University
itself, and with its present land and buildings at
a very moderate valuation, the Harvard Medical

School may be considered as having at its dis-
posal $4,950,000 applicable to the plans for its
future development. It is now hoped to raise
contributions for a new building for the dental
school.

A list of contributors to the medical fund is
appended :

Misa Mary S. Ames, 35,000; Oliver Ames, $5,000; C W. Amory,
$10,000; anonymous, $100; anonymous, $10,000; C. F. Ayer, $50;
Robert Bacon, $26.000; Francis Bartlett, $10,000; Franklin II.
lieebe, $1,000; Mrs. S. Parkinan Blake, $10,000; John L. Bremer,
110,000; Mrs. John L. Bremer, $5,000; Miss Sarah Bremer, $5,000;
George P. Brighain,$100; Shephord Brooks, $1,000; PetcrC. Brooks,
$1,000; I. T. Burr, $1,000; Walter C. Cabot, $5,000; Mrs. Charles P.
Cheney, $250; Mrs. E. S. Cheney, $1,000; W. Murray Crane, $5,000;
George F. Kabyan, $25,000; Mrs. William H. Forbes, $5,000; Fred-
erick Guild, Jr., $60; Charles Head, $1,000; AugustuB Hemcnway,
118,000; Francis!.. Higglnson, $00,000; George Higglnson, $10,000;
Henry L. Higglnson, $10,000; James J. Higglnson, $10,000; John
Hogg, $1,000; H. S. Howe. $1,000; H. H. Hunnowell, $12,600; Walter
llunnewell, $2,000; Mrs. Collis P. Huntington, $250,000; C.C.Jack-
son, $1,000; Eben D. Jordan, $5,000; Harris Kennedy, $100; David
P. Klmbull, $5,00(1; Gardiner M. Lane, $1,000; Amory A. Lawrence,
$1,000; Elliott C. Lee, $25,000; Joseph Leo, $5,000; Arthur T. Ly-
man, $5,000; Mr. and MrB. Charles Morriam, $2,000; G. H. Monks,
$1,000; Mrs. Leopold Morse. $10(1; Parkinson & Burr, $1,000; F. II.
Peabody, S1,000; Sumner B. Pearmaln, $100; W. L. Richardson,
126,000; Stephen Salisbury, $1,000; Dr.and Mrs. Frederick C. Shat-
tuok, $50,00(1; Mm. (1. H. Shaw, $1,000; David Sears, $26,000; Mrs.
liny vet W. Sears, $200; Miss Mabel Simpkins, $200; Francis Skin-
ner, $5,000; W. D. Solder, $1,000; John T. Spaulding, $10,000; W.
S. Spaulding, $10,000; James Stillman, $100,000; Moorelleld Storey,
$500; Nathaniel Tbayor, $25,000; Mrs. Charles Van Brunt, $100;
Jamos C. White, $(125; Mrs. Henry Whitman, $250.

NEW YORK.

Mortality Statistics.— The reports of the
Health Department show that during the month
of February the mortality in the city represented
an annual death-rate of 21.79 against 20.08 in
January and 19.77 in tho month of February
last year. The corrected death-rate for Feb-
ruary, 1902, excluding non-residents and in-
fants under one week old, is 20.86. Among the
diseases which showed an increased mortality were

the following : The weekly average of deaths from
scarlet fever increased from 25.75 in January to
34 in February ; of deaths from measles, from
24.25 to 34.75 ; of deaths from smallpox, from
9.25 to 12 ; of deaths from whooping cough, from
8.75 to 11.75 ; of deaths from pneumonia, from 202
to 218.75 ; of deaths from phthisis, from 137 to
184.25 ; of deaths from influenza, from 7.25 to
8.75 ; of deaths from cancer, from 41.5 to 44 ;
and of deaths from diseases of the urinary system,
from 124.25 to 127.5. Among the diseases which
showed a decline in mortality were the following :

The weekly average of deaths from diphtheria and
croup decreased from 50 to 47.75 ; of deaths from
typhoid fever, from 11.5 to 5.75; and of deaths
from bronchitis, from 65.5 to 61. During the
week ending March 1 one death was reported
from Caesarian section.

Bill Relating to Supervision of Insane.—
At a meeting of the Medical Association of the
Greater City of New York, held March 10, a res-

olution was unanimously adopted advocating the
immediate passage by the legislature of a supple-
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mental bill amending lunacy bill No. 368, recently
enacted, which abolishes the positions of the two
medical superintendents at the Manhattan State
Hospital for the Insane on Ward's Island, New
York, and places the two offices under one head ;
thus putting over 4,000 insane patients under one

management. The supplemental bill provides for
the restoration of these positions, so that the di-
visions of the hospital departments as they have
heretofore existed, one for males and one for fe-
males, may be maintained. In presenting the
resolution Dr. L. L. Seaman read a letter ad-
dressed to the governor of the State, and signed
by Drs. A. Jacobi, F. P. Kinnicutt, M. Allen
Starr, Francis Dolalield, Charles MoBurney, W.
T. Bull, E. L. Koyes, and other prominent physi-
cians, which urgently protested, from a profes-
sional point of view, against the placing of over

4,000 insane patients under the care of a single
medical superintendent. The letter went on to
say: "Moreover, we should greatly deplore the
loss of either of the two superintendents now in
charge of the two hospitals on Ward's Island.
The loss of either would be a loss to the State.
Dr. Macdonald, the senior officer, with his fine
record of thirty-two years' service, would, of
course, have prior claim to the place ; but we sin-
cerely hope that you will find a way to continue
the present divisions of two hospitals."

House of Rest for Consumptives.— The
House of Rest for Consumptives has just pur-
chased for $75,000 two mansions, connected by
a porte cochère and surrounded by extensive
grounds, at Inwood, on the Hudson. This insti-
tution, which was organized in 1869, was formerly
located at Tremont, in what is now the borough
of the Bronx, but some years ago this property
was given up, and since then it has been con-

nected with St. Luke's Hospital. Under a con-

tract with the managers of the hospital a certain
number of beds for both men and women, in
separate wards, were maintained for tuberculosis
patients. This was always regarded, however, as

only a temporary arrangement, adopted for the
sake of expediency. The House of Rest for Con-
sumptives already has an endowment fund of
nearly $500,000, and it is now purposed to raise
this, if possible, to $1,000,000.

Reply to Governor Odell's Charges.—The
members of the Board of Managers of the Man-
hattan State Hospital for the Insane, of which
the Hon. Henry E. Rowland was president, who,
together with the members of all the other boards
of State hospitals, have recently been legislated
out of office, have just made publio their reply
to certain charges made by Governor Odell. In
the beginning of the reply the governor is ar-

raigned for constituting himself both accuser and

judge in giving publicity to charges without mak-
ing an investigation. After taking up seriatim
and answering the various specifications of dere-
liction in the charges, the document concludes as

follows : " The Manhattan State Hospital Board
does not claim that the law nor the board's fulfil-
ment of it has been free from imperfections, but
it does deny, with emphasis and with a sense of
official injury, the charges made by Governor
Odell, both in general and in particular."

Compulsory' Vaccination Bill Opposed.—
At a meeting of the Board of Health held March
13, the following resolution was adopted and for-
warded to the Assembly Committee on Cities at
Albany. The opinion of the Board of Health of
New York City is that the passage of any bill re-

quiring compulsory vaccination is unwise and un-

called for. President Lederle and the members
of the bureau of contagious diseases have stated
that they meet with little serious opposition in
their efforts to vaccinate the people of the city,
and that they believe that a compulsory vaccina-
tion law would be a powerful weapon in the
hands of antivaccinationists. During the week
ending March 16, 50,000 vaccinations (of which
30,000 were in the borough of Manhattan) was
the record of the vaccinating corps.

Pollution of Brooklyn Water Supply.—
Dr. J. H. Raymond, sanitary superintendent of
the borough of Brooklyn, has forwarded to the
president of the Board of Health a report pre-
pared by C. P. O'Connor, chemist of the local
department, showing a considerable pollution of
Brooklyn's water supply. From a recent inves-
tigation of the watershed supplying the Ridge-
wood reservoir it was found that the tributary
streams had overflowed into thickly populated
tracts, and an analysis of the water taken at vari-
ous points along the line of these streams disclosed
unmistakably an organic pollution. Accompany-
ing the report Dr. Raymond submitted a recom-

mendation for the establishment of a sanitary
patrol similar to one maintained when Brooklyn
was a separate city.

Smallpox in Orange, New Jersey.— Statis-
tics prepared by the Health Department of
Orange, N. J., show that of the 52 cases of small-
pox reported in that city during the past winter,
in 49 the patients had either never been vaccina-
ted or had not been vaccinated for twenty-five
years or more. The remaining three patients
had not been vaccinated in seven years.

Hospital for Contagious Disease.— The
legislature has passed a bill providing for the es-

tablishment, and appropriating $500,000 for the
erection, of a public hospital in the Bronx borough,
which shall be provided with accommodations for
the reception of cases of contagious disease.
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Smallpox in Institutions.— Cases of small-
pox have recently been discovered in both the
Tombs Prison, New York, and the Westchester
County Jail at White Plains, N. Y. All the
prisoners (numbering 392 in the Tombs) and at-
tendants were promptly vaccinated.

ARMY NOTES.
Work of the Civil Board of Health in

the Philippines.— Since the establishment of
this board suitable medical and sanitary laws for
the islands have been drafted, in addition to the
performance of its routine duties. So far, bills
have been submitted to the commission for the
practice of medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, veteri-
nary surgery, embalming and undertaking, for
provincial and municipal boards of health, for
the control of leprosy, the manufacture and sale
of liquors, and many others. Of these, a number
have already become laws, and the remainder will
come up for consideration in the early future. A
board of examiners for persons desiring to prac-
tise medicine in the islands is now in session, and
it is hoped to place medical standards on as high
a plane as obtains in the United States. Matters
now receiving consideration are the organization
of provincial and municipal boards of health, a

system of compulsory vaccination, and the instal-
lation of the pail system of disposing of excreta
in Manila.

Anomalous Military Position of Contract
Surgeons.— As illustrating the anomalous mili-
tary position of army contract surgeons and
contract dental surgeons, neither of whom are
commissioned officers, though responsible for
the discipline and control of the enlisted men
under their direction and care, it has recently
been found necessary in the Philippines to is-
sue an order requiring that these surgeons re-

ceive the military salute and proper respect
from enlisted men. In no other branch of the
military service would such an indeterminate
status on the part of the personnel be tolerated
for an instant, and its existence in the Medical
Department is a severe blow to the administrative
efficiency of the latter and the self-respect of the
excellent class of civilian physicians serving under
contract with troops.

A Surgeon as Soldier.— Capt. Harry L. Le-
rnen, assistant surgeon, with two infantry privates,
trailed a small party of Filipino insurgents into
the swamps near San Filipe Laguna on the night
of Jan. 1 and captured three insurgent officers
armed with revolvers. This was considered a

very daring feat, as the chances were favorable
for the Americans being ambuscaded and killed
by the insurgents.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD
For the week ending March 8, in Boston, according to

observations furnished by Sergeant J. W. Smith of the
United States Signal Corps :
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RECORD OF MORTALITY
FOU THK WlCKK ENDINO SATURDAY, MARCH. 8, 1902.
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* The populations of the cities outside of Massachusetts wereestimated on the basis of the rate of growth from 1890 to 1000.Those of the Massachusetts cities were estimated upon the rateof growth from 1806 to 1900, since the State had an intermediate
census in 1896. The populations of Gloucester, Marlborough and
Newburyport were allowed to stand as in 1900, they having suffered
a slight decrease during the tlve-year period.Deaths reported 3,44(i; underlive years of age, 1,0,'iti; prin-cipal infectious diseuses (smallpox, measles, scarlet fever,cerehrospiual meningitis, diphtheria and croup, diarrhea!
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